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Recommendation (s) to the decision maker (s)

1. That approval be given for South Kesteven District Council (SKDC) to sign a lease 
agreement on a 50-year term with the National Trust for 3.75 acres of land adjacent 
to Sedgewick Meadows and Wyndham Park.  This will enable the planting of a 
commemorative orchard relating to Grantham’s aviation and airborne forces 
heritage.

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Meeting%20agenda%20@southkesteven
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1
http://facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1


1 The Purpose of the Report
1.1 South Kesteven has a rich aviation and airborne forces heritage, celebrated in recent 

years by a series of awareness-raising Council activities and publications attracting 
widespread support.

1.2 An opportunity has arisen for the planting of a commemorative orchard in the heart of the 
town as a lasting legacy of the 75th anniversary of D-Day and Arnhem, both closely linked 
to the Grantham area. It will also provide a valuable extra green and productive space in 
the centre of Grantham, housing a range of fruit trees for community use and promoting 
the importance of biodiversity.  It will contribute to carbon capture in the heart of Grantham 
and recognises the national importance of tree planting, both of which complement 
SKDC’s ‘Climate Emergency’ carbon reduction targets and positive stance towards trees.

1.3 South Kesteven District Council, the Wyndham Park Forum, the National Trust and 
Heritage Fruit Trees are working together to deliver the commemorative orchard.

1.4 Agreement has been reached with the National Trust to lease an area of pastureland 
adjacent to Wyndham Park and Sedgwick Meadows (see Appendix One) to SKDC to 
allow planting of 75 trees, enabling community involvement in both planting, maintenance 
and cropping of fruit.  The National Trust has publicly expressed interest in creating 65 
orchards across the UK, so the organisation is clearly committed to this type of land use.

1.5 Trees will be of heritage varieties, with a symbolic planting of American maples to denote 
the American contribution to both conflicts and their presence here in 1944.

1.6 Heritage Fruit Trees, which has conducted valuable Heritage Lottery funded work on 
engagement with schools, will supply the trees. 

1.7 A draft Heads of Terms document has been provided by the National Trust.

1.8 EnvironmentSK has provided a price for ground preparation/digging of holes (it’s 
anticipated that trees will be one/two-year-old bare root specimens approx. one metre in 
height). 

1.9 SKDC and the Wyndham Park Forum have liaised with Heritage Fruit Trees in Norfolk 
(who have worked with the Stamford Orchard Group) on appropriate tree species and 
useful mix of fruits, with quotation supplied for trees, stakes and tree guards.

1.10 Guidance has also been received from National Trust conservation specialist Carl Hawke. 
Costs have been collated for planting, physical assets (benches etc) and erection of stock 
proof fencing to the west of the site to exclude cattle. 

1.11 The Wyndham Park Forum intend to undertake the grounds maintenance of the orchard 
through the use of their existing volunteers and they also hope that the orchard itself will 
help to attract additional volunteers.

Equality impacts have been assessed, with the following conclusions;
 The orchard offers an opportunity to educate all ages about the district’s role in WWll.

 Schools can use it as a nature and educational resource.

 Given the international flavour of the allied effort, it is also likely to attract overseas 
interest and visitors.

 Wyndham Park volunteers - drawn from a wide socio-economic group - are very keen 
to take on the orchard project. 



 It is viewed as offering an opportunity to increase the current Wyndham Park volunteer 
pool of 60/80 people and widen available activities.

 With Wyndham Park now attracting 1m visitors a year the orchard is seen as an 
enhancement.

 Biodiversity will be increased by provision of fruit trees and wildlife friendly hedging.

 Fruit from the orchard offers community opportunities for picking and a number of fruit 
crop uses.

 Opportunity for schools to be involved in both planting and fruit collection. 

 Promotional link with the Woodland Trust Londonthorpe / Belton Park proposals on 
tree planting, and walking / cycling routes.

 Potential for the site to become an outdoor classroom and a place of reflection and 
tranquillity.

 The site is adjacent to Little Gonerby Infant School and near Sandon School (additional 
needs pupils) which runs a small forest school on the very edge of the planted area. An 
orchard will allow tree study and open air and woodland learning opportunities for them 
both, and the wider school community.

2 Available Options Considered
2.1 There were no other options than the lease option discussed in this report.

3 Preferred Option
3.1 The preferred option is the one discussed in this report.

4 Reasons for the Recommendation (s)
4.1 To allow the sustainable development of a commemorative community orchard.

5 Financial Implications 
5.1 The lease cost of the land from the National Trust is a nominal £1 a year and maintenance 

costs are estimated at approx. £500 a year. This cost will be charged to Grantham Special 
Expense Area.

5.2 The orchard has been fully funded via the new CrowdfundSK initiative, with the application 
submitted and  co-ordinated by the Wyndham Park Forum, working in partnership with 
SKDC.

5.3 Planting and an official opening will require staff resourcing. Catering for same to be 
covered by the Wyndham Park Forum.

5.4 The project has a modest reserve which will enable funding to be made available to cover 
such contingencies as damaged trees/ failure to thrive, plus any extras items as decided 
upon, such as interpretation panels and benches.

Financial Implications reviewed by: Richard Wyles, Interim Director of Finance

6 Legal and Governance Implications 
6.1 The lease has the following key areas for the Council to consider:

6.2 Break clauses will be included in the lease, enabling SKDC to exit early from the 50 year 
lease if necessary. The lease is excluded out of the Landlord and Tenant Act 1954 
meaning there is no automatic right to renew at the end of the term unless agreed and 



negotiated with the landlord.  As the lease is £1 a year, and has an approximate annual 
maintenance cost of £500, this is considered de minimis. 

6.3 As the land has been bestowed to the National Trust for public use an automatic right to 
renew is not considered to be a significant issue. The permitted use is to use the land as 
an orchard, however the landlord has a lot of control over what is carried out on the land, 
including the layout of planting, any works, where the trees and plants are sourced from, 
which all has to be agreed by the landlord prior to any works being carried out or trees 
being planted.  This should not be problematic as the Council is working closely with the 
landlord on design and the landlord’s conservation specialist on density and management 
protocols and SKDC/Wyndham Park Forum have selected trees in accordance with their 
wishes. 

Legal Implications reviewed by: Debbie Mewes, Paralegal Officer

7 Equality and Safeguarding implications
7.1 Leasing this land in support of our partners Wyndham Park Forum will enable the 

development of a new community orchard that will be designed to be accessible to all.  

7.2 The Forum, whose previous projects in the park have included the creation of a sensory 
garden, have considerable experience in planning and delivering projects that encourage 
community participation and that ensure accessibility to people of differing cultures, 
abilities and genders.  The orchard is intended as a community asset for the town of 
Grantham and will also be available as an educational resource for local schools.

8 How will the recommendations support South Kesteven District 
Council’s declaration of a ‘climate’ emergency?

8.1 The orchard will provide a valuable extra green and productive space in the centre of 
Grantham, housing a range of fruit trees for community use and promoting the importance 
of biodiversity.  

8.2 It will contribute to carbon capture in the heart of Grantham and recognises the national 
importance of tree planting, both of which complement SKDC’s ‘Climate Emergency’ 
carbon reduction targets and positive stance towards trees.

8.3 With appropriate research on methodology, it should be possible to monitor the carbon 
capture in both the trees and the ground they are planted on, on a yearly basis.

9 Appendices
9.1 Appendix 1 - Site map

9.2 Appendix 2 - Planting plan
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